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1. Introduction to NDRI: Who we are

Our mission: To provide human biospecimens worldwide to advance biomedical/bioscience 
research and development as well as education in the life sciences.

National Disease Research Interchange

• Founded in 1980
• 501 c (3) corporation governed by Board of Directors
• Funded in part by the National Institutes of Health for over 30 consecutive years
• Provide thousands of biospecimens to our global researcher network annually 
• Contribute to over 200 hundred publications annually 
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1. Introduction to NDRI: Who we serve

Special Initiatives
• NIH Consortia
• Patient Advocacy Groups & Foundations 
• Government Contractors 

Corporate Researchers:
• Pharmaceutical Groups
• Biotechnology Groups

Academic Researchers:
• Colleges and Universities
• NIH Institutes
• Research Institutes
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1. Introduction to NDRI: What we provide

• Prospective procurement of diseased and control 
human biospecimens from any body system

• Access to a diverse range of donor populations

• Customized procurement protocols

• Various preservation formats including fresh, frozen, and 
fixed

• Letters of support and budgetary information for grant 
applications

• Timely response to requests and 24/7 distribution
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1. Introduction to NDRI: How it works

NDRI is a not-for-profit organization, but there are fees associated with tissue procurement.

Specifically:

• While all organs and tissues are donated gifts, we reimburse recovery techs and organizations for their 
time and labor

• Various preservation methods incur specific costs
• Shipping biological materials incurs additional costs
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2. Introduction to HTORR

The HTORR program is supported by: 
NIH Office of the Director, Office of Research Infrastructure Programs 
(ORIP)

• National Eye Institute (NEI)
• National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)
• National Institute on Aging (NIA)
• National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
• National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 

Diseases (NIAMS)
• National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 

Diseases (NIDDK)

Human Tissues and Organs for Research Resource
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Human Tissues and Organs for Research Resource

• HTORR allows NDRI to provide our services to researchers funded by our NIH supporters with 
additional benefits including:
o Reduced costs for tissue procurement
o Technical support to assist in designing studies utilizing human biospecimens
o Letters of support and budgetary information for grant applications
o Coming soon: Pathology services included
o Coming soon: Eligibility for Pilot Award Program

2. Introduction to HTORR
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Fill out the Feasibility Application
o 2-page document detailing:

• PI information
• Project information
• Requested biospecimens
• Preservation
• Recovery details
• Procurement frequency
• Requested donor criteria

3. How to get started

https://ndriresource.org/for-researchers/request-tissue/

Feasibility Application
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