
4th ANNUAL CAIRIBU TRAINEE AND EARLY-STAGE 
INVESTIGATOR PRE-MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
OPENING SESSION 
8:00 AM  Networking Activity – Science Pictionary (Led by Jennifer Allmaras, MPH, CAIRIBU Interactions Core, UW-Madison) 

HANDS-ON LEARNING SESSION: MOCK GRANT REVIEW 
8:30 AM       Discussion and ranking of real research grant applications 

Led by: 
Tracy Rankin, PhD, MPH, Deputy Director & Program Director, Division of Kidney, Urologic, & Hematologic Diseases, NIH 
Charles Scales, MD, Associate Professor of Urology, Associate Professor in Population Health Sciences, Duke University 
Chad Vezina, PhD, Associate Professor of Pharmacology, Director of the Molecular and Environmental Toxicology 
Graduate Program, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

BREAK: 9:50-10:00 AM 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
10:00 AM     Select one option: 

Epidemiology and Biostatistics in Non-Malignant 
Genitourinary Research 

Integrating Team Science into Graduate,  Postdoctoral, and 
Early Career Research Training 

“Crash course” in research design, methodology, and 
biostatistical considerations geared especially to trainees and 
early-stage investigators 

Workshop involving small group work, facilitated dialogues, and an 
active-learning training session focused on developing collaborative 
research knowledge and skills 

Aruna Sarma, PhD, MHA; Assistant Dean, University of Michigan 
Medical School; Chief and Professor, Dow Division of Health 
Services Research, Department of Urology; Research Professor, 
Department Epidemiology, School of Public Health 

Whitney Sweeney, PhD; Scientist, Team  Science Initiatives, University 
of Wisconsin Institute for Clinical and Translational Research 

CONCLUSION & ADJOURN 
11:55 AM Concluding remarks and adjournment 

This year’s CAIRIBU trainee and early-stage investigator (ESI) pre-meeting was planned by a group of trainees and ESIs led by CAIRIBU Interactions 
Core Research Program Coordinator Jennifer Allmaras, MPH. Planning committee members were: 

Adwaita Parab, graduate student, Baylor College of Medicine; Allyson Shea, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, 
University of South Alabama; Jim Hokanson, PhD, Assistant Professor, Joint Department of Biomedical Engineering, Medical College of Wisconsin; Lindsey 
Burnett, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, UC San Diego Health; Michael Neugent, PhD, 
postdoc, UT Dallas; Michael Odom, PhD, K12 KURe Scholar, Duke University; Monica Ridlon, graduate student, UW-Madison; Nicole De Nisco, PhD, 
Assistant Professor, Biological Sciences, UT Dallas; Sara Stuedemann, graduate student, UW-Madison; Seth Reasoner, dual MD/PhD student, Vanderbilt 
University; Zhina Sadeghi, MD, Assistant Professor of Clinical Urology, UC Irvine; UW-Madison  

  12:00 – 12:30 PM BREAK - 30 minutes 

ANNUAL CAIRIBU MEETING BEGINS 
12:30 PM See meeting agenda for details 

Room: Basie A/A1 Room: 12th Street

Room:Basie A/A1


