CD44 EXPRESSION IS DECREASED IN LICHEN SCLEROSUS =
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To test the hypothesis that epithelial CD44
] ] yp ] p Figure 1. Results of multiplexed immunohistochemical staining to quantify CD44 staining. (A-F) Representative photomicrographs (20x) of vulvar (A), urethral (C), and foreskin (E) tissues without LS compared to the same tissue types with LS tl g ht Ju n Ctl O n prOte I n expreSSIO n I n LS and any
(B, D, F). LS tissues display typical pathologic findings including epidermal atrophy, loss of dermal rete pegs, dermal collagen deposition, and inflammatory infiltrate (B, D, F). There is also visible reduction in CD44 staining (brown) in the LS " " "
exp reSS I O n IS d ecreased I n h u m an LS compared to non-LS samples. (G) Quantative comparison of mean optical density of CD44 staining in epithelial and stromal tissue compartments. Vulvar samples with LS demonstrate reduced CD44 staining in both epithelial and stromal m Od u Iatl n g eﬁe Ct Of CO rtl COSte ro I d
compartments. Urethral samples with LS have reduced epithelial CD44 expression but similar stromal expression. LS foreskin has reduced stromal CD44 expression with similar epithelial expression. when all tissue types are pooled, there is

CO m pared tO n O n - LS tl SS u eS a significant reduction in both epithelial and stromal CD44 expression (not shown). Asterisks indicates statistical significance at p<0.05. LS = lichen sclerosus ad m | n |Strat| O n
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